Week 3
How our Messianic
Community Operates

Looking Forward
to our Future

Agenda – Week 3 – Thriving in a Messianic Congregation
• Differences between messianic congregations, churches, and
synagogues
• Explain the Levitical Observances (Mo’adim) and how each reflects
a Brit Chadashah (New Testament) context and fulfillment
• A simple Messianic Vocabulary of commonly used terms at Ben
David
• Discuss the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and how we fit together
• Discuss opportunities to serve at Ben David
• Discuss the purpose of the Annual Business Meeting
• Discuss Shabbat School and Learning Model for our children
• Introduce Membership and Membership requirements

Why the Messianic Community is Unique

• We remain part of the Body of Messiah; however, we have
adopted a Jewish-based approach to our faith, as expressed in
both the Hebrew Scriptures as well as in the Brit Chadashah
(New Testament)
• We observe Shabbat and the Mo'adim. This best reflects
our belief that the Lord’s feasts are both significant in a
historical context as well as in a prophetic context. Additionally,
we observe Purim, Chanukah, Yom Ha’atzmaut, and Yom
Ha’Shoah as extensions of our love for Israel and Jewish history
• Our worship reflects both old and new Hebrew-based
songs. This approach combines ancient Jewish liturgy in song
as well as more contemporary Hebraic structured music

Why the Messianic Community is Unique

• We declare support for Israel and the Jewish people as
God’s chosen, then, now, and into eternity. This doesn’t position
Jews to automatically inherit heaven as that only comes when one
accepts Yeshua’s death as the price paid for salvation
• Neither Christmas nor Easter are officially observed, but the
true biblical events behind them are acknowledged such as
Yeshua’s birth and his death, burial, and resurrection
• We are “One New Man,” Jew and Gentile together as
expressed in Ephesians 2:11-22

• While we respect, and even consult, extra biblical Jewish texts such
as the Talmud and Mishna, we do not hold these sources
equal to or higher than the Holy Scriptures

Messianic Communities – The Mo’adim

• Messianic congregations usually observe the 7 “Mo’adim" (or Festivals) of the
Lord as described in Leviticus 23 (and elsewhere), plus of course, Shabbat
• These holy days are also reflected in the life of Yeshua, predictive of His life,
His suffering, His resurrection, and His dwelling with us. A short sample:
Leviticus 23

Tanakh

Also Known as

Messianic Fulfillment

Brit Chadashah

Feast of
Pesach

Leviticus 23:5;
Exodus 12

Passover

Yeshua is the Passover
Lamb

Mark 14:12-18

Feast of
Matzah

Leviticus 23:6-8

Unleavened Bread

Yeshua is the Bread of Life

John 6:35

Feast of
Bikkurim

Leviticus 23:9-14

First Fruits

Yeshua is the First Fruits of 1st Corinthians 15:20-23
the Dead

Feast of
Shavuot

Leviticus 23:15-22

Feast of Weeks

Giving of the Ruach (Holy
Spirit)

Feast of
Trumpets

Leviticus 23:23-25

Rosh Hashanah or New Year Trump of God announces
His 2nd Coming

1st Corinthians 15:52;
Matthew 24:31

Yom Kippur

Leviticus 23:26-32

Day of Atonement

Messiah sacrificed for us

Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Zech. 12

Sukkot

Leviticus

Feast of Booths

Messiah dwells with us

John 7:10-24

Acts 2

Messianic Communities – Other Observances

• In addition to the seven “Mo’adim" (or Festivals) of the Lord, Messianic
communities often observe Purim, Chanukah, and more modern events
important to Jewish communities.
Leviticus 23

Tanakh

Also Known as

Messianic Fulfillment

Brit Chadashah

Purim

Book of
Esther

Feast of Esther

Jewish people redeemed
through God’s intervention

None

Chanukah

Daniel 11

Festival of Lights

Yeshua is the Light of the
World; He declares His Deity

John 10:22-23

Holocaust
Rememberance

Partially, at least, the
regathering of the Jews to the
Land of Israel

Yom
HaShoah
Yom
Ha’Atzmaut

Isaiah 11 Israel
Ezekiel 36 Independence
Day

Yom
Yerushalim

Jerusalem Day

Reestablishment of Israeli
sovereignty
Recognition of Jerusalem as
Israel’s eternal capitol

Messianic Communities – The Mo’adim
• Messianic congregations usually observe the seven
“Mo’adim” (Appointed Times of the Lord) as described
in Leviticus 23 and elsewhere, plus of course, Shabbat
• These holy days are also reflected in the life of
Yeshua, predictive of His life, His death, His
resurrection, and His dwelling with us
• In addition to the seven Mo’adim, Messianic
communities often observe Purim, Chanukah (which IS
biblical*), and other modern events important to
Jewish communities
* “At that time, the FEAST OF THE DEDICATION (Chanukah) took place in Jerusalem …” Jn 10:22

The Mo’adim – Faith Based on Actions
• Each of the High Holy Days requires the participant to
“do something”
• “Acting out” of an ancient instruction, like
practicing for a recital; for example, every year we
have a Seder as a way of participating in the
Passover
• Each observance is a tool for learning, designed to
strengthen our beliefs through repetition, and to
pass on the understanding and background to the
next generation

Leviticus 23

Tanakh

Messianic Practice

Chag Pesach
(Passover)

Leviticus 23:5; Exodus Slaughter the Passover Lamb; Conduct or
12
attend a Passover Seder

Chag Ha Matzah
(Unleavened
Bread)

Leviticus 23:6-8

Empty the home of leaven; Eat unleavened
bread only for 8 Days

Chag Ha Bikkurim
(First Fruits)

Leviticus 23:9-14

Bring the 7 Species

Chag Shavuot
(Pentacost)

Leviticus 23:15-22

Celebrate the Giving of the Torah; also read
and study the Book of Ruth

Yom Truah
(Trumpets)

Leviticus 23:23-25

Blow the Shofar (also Jewish New Year)

Yom Kippur
(Atonement)

Leviticus 23:26-32

Afflict our souls; Some fast

Sukkot
(Booths)

Leviticus

Dwell in Booths; Build a Congregational Sukkah

Messianic Communities; Synagogues; Churches
Practices

Messianic
Congregation

Synagogues

Churches

Worship

•

Worship Teams often use
instrumentation including
guitars, drums, other
instruments, and voices;
May use choirs;
Mixed Hebrew and English
transliteration and
translations; Audio Visuals
to enhance the experience

•
•

No instrumentation
Cantor and rabbi lead
liturgy services with
some canting and
community singing
High Holy days may use
choirs
AV not common

•

Messianic Rabbi or
Messianic ”Leader;”
Team of Elders;
Team of Ministry Leaders
(Shammashim) and
teams/committees to
support them.

•
•
•

Rabbi
Cantor
Chairman and a board
of directors or trustees
President, VP’s,
Secretary, Treasurer,
etc.
Committees

•
•
•
•

•
•

Leadership

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Worship Teams often
use instrumentation
including guitars,
drums, other
instruments, and voice;
May use choirs;
Some may use AV
More traditional
churches may differ

Pastoral staff
Elders
Deacons
Volunteer ministry
leaders

Messianic Communities; Churches; Synagogues
Practices

Messianic
Congregation

Synagogues

Churches

Sermons &
Teaching

• Messianic Rabbi and
Elders or trained
teachers

• Rabbi or Senior
Cantor may teach

• Pastor
• Traditional churches
may see priests,
reverends

• Some paid staff
(Rabbi and Cantor)
• Administrative

• Some paid staff
(Pastoral and
administrative)
• Ministries mostly led
by volunteer staff

• Leviticus 23 –
Moadim; the
Appointed Times

• Christmas
• Easter
• Orthodox Traditions
(saints days)

Congregation • Messianic Rabbi

• Worship Leader
• Some paid staff
• Ministries mostly led
by volunteers

Observance

• Leviticus 23 –
Moadim; the
Appointed Times

Towards a Messianic
Vocabulary

Towards a Messianic Vocabulary
• Ben David strives for authenticity, including in our
vocabulary

• As a Messianic Congregation, Ben David speakers often
use, appeal to, or refer to, traditional Jewish sources
of information as well as the Scriptures
• These sources can clarify difficult passages or
culturally specific items that can help us understand
the Scriptures

Towards a Messianic Vocabulary
Term

Definitions

Yeshua Ha
Jesus, the Messiah. Yeshua is His Hebrew name, meaning God is
Mashiach
Salvation. It is also a title, as in “God is Salvation.”
Brit Chadashah The New Testament; comprised of 27 books including the 4
Gospels, the Book of Acts, Paul’s letters, letters from several others,
and the Book of Revelation.
Messianic
A term meaning “of the Messiah.” Jewish Believers in Messianic
communities often use this word in place of the word “Christian” as
it better depicts their faith in the Jewish Messiah and in Jewish
practices, as well as honoring Jewish culture.
Talmidim
Students. An individual is a Talmid; the plural is Talmidim.
Rav Shaul
The Hebrew name of the Apostle Paul; he was the most prolific
writer in the New Testament (other than Luke).

Towards a Messianic Vocabulary
Term

Definitions

Tanakh

The 39 books comprising the Hebrew Scriptures, beginning with the Book of Genesis and
ending with the Book of Malachi or 2nd Chronicles (in the Jewish rendering). Also known as
the Old Testament, Hebrew Scriptures, and the Jewish Bible.

Torah

The first five books of Moses, virtually universally accepted by all Jews and Christians. This
is the first division in the Tanakh.

Writings

This the second division in the Tanakh and includes Psalms, Proverbs, Job, and many other
books. Also known as the K’tuvim.

Prophets This is the third main division of the Hebrew Scriptures. These include such books as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Zechariah, and others.
Oral Law The major repositories of the Oral Torah are the Mishnah, compiled between 200–220 CE
by Rabbi Yehudah haNasi, and the Gemara, a series of running commentaries and debates
concerning the Mishnah, which together form the Talmud, the preeminent text of Rabbinic
Judaism.
Talmud

The body of Jewish civil and ceremonial law and legend comprising the Mishnah and the
Gemara. There are two versions of the Talmud: the Babylonian Talmud (which dates from
the 5th century AD but includes earlier material) and the earlier Palestinian or Jerusalem
Talmud.

Towards a Messianic Vocabulary
Term
Gemara

Definitions
The Gemara, from the Hebrew גמרא, is the component of the Talmud
comprising rabbinical analysis of, and commentary on, the Mishnah.

Targum

An ancient 1st century CE Aramaic paraphrase of the Hebrew Bible, made
when Hebrew was declining as a spoken language. There are two main works
including Targum Jonathan and Targum Onkelos.

Tractate

The entire Talmud consists of 63 tractates, and in standard print is over 6,200
pages long. The Talmud is the basis for all codes of Jewish law.

Mishna

An authoritative collection of exegetical material embodying the oral tradition
of Jewish law and forming the first part of the Talmud.

Rabbinic
Judaism

Rabbinic Judaism has been the mainstream form of Judaism since the 6th
century CE, after the codification of the Babylonian Talmud. Growing out of
Pharisaic Judaism, it is based on the belief that at Mount Sinai, Moses received
the Written Torah from God in addition to an oral explanation, known as the
"Oral Torah," that Moses gave to the people.

Why am I here?

The Value of a Messianic Approach,
& Learning,
No Matter Where You Go

What am I Doing in a Messianic Congregation?
• You may have come from a traditional Jewish background and, later in life,
discovered the Messianic movement and Ben David.

• You may have a strong church background and have recently been
introduced to messianic thinking and the Jewish roots of the faith.
• In any case, you may quickly discover a growing richness in your faith as
you learn about the historic authenticity of the Biblical Messianic
viewpoint.

• Yes, Yeshua is Jewish, perhaps not the way you may have been introduced
to Him! By the way, Paul was also Jewish, as was all of the early “church.”
• We are, in some ways a blend of a church and a synagogue, taking the
finer and better practices from both.
• We endeavor to reestablish the authentic nature of 1st Century worship,
learning, and faith building, with Hebraic/Jewish expression.

• You will learn something new every week as you grow in your faith.

Using Your Gifts at Ben David MJC
• The purpose of using our spiritual gifts is to build up the
Body of Messiah where everyone is involved and
productive.
• Spiritual gifting is bible-based and is found in Romans,
1st Corinthians, and Ephesians. Gifts listed in Exodus 2540 may also be considered spiritual gifts, though they
deal with work done with the hands.
• 1st Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and Exodus
25-40 define and explain the gifts given to us by the
Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit)
• Ben David has more than 30 different ministries where
anyone can find a place to serve

What are My Gifts and How Can I use Them Here?
Ministry
Morning Prayer
E-Prayer
Visiting Angels
Onegs
Bagels and Coffee
Shabbat School

Daily
X
X

Weekly
X

Periodically

X

X
X

X
X

What are My Gifts and How Can I use Them Here?
Ministry
Food Ministry
Chairs and Signs
Sisterhood
Men’s Fellowship
Prison Ministry
Sound Ministry

Daily

Weekly
X
X

X

X
X

Periodically
X
X
X
X
X
X

What are My Gifts and How Can I use Them Here?
Ministry
Dance
Holidays
Hebrew I
Hebrew II
Intro. Prayer

Daily

X

Weekly
X
X
X
X

Periodically
X
X
X

What are My Gifts and How Can I use Them Here?

Ministry
Photo/Video
Moshit Ezra
Food
Chavurot
Social Media

Daily

X

Weekly
X
X
X
X

Periodically
X
X

X

What are My Gifts and How Can I use Them Here?

Ministry
Security
Outreach
Youth

Daily
X

Weekly
X
X
X

Monthly
X
X
X

Ben David Org Chart

Congregational
Leader

October 20, 2021

ELDERS
LEADERSHIP

M
I
N
I
S
T
R
Y
L
E
A
D
E
R
S

Total: 32 ministries

Opportunities to Serve at Ben David
Ben David MJC offers many
opportunities to use your Godgiven gifts and talents. We are
currently searching for assistant
leaders in 12 ministerial areas
including:
• Book Table
• E-Prayer Chain
• Food - Onegs
• Greeters
• Hebrew 1 and 2
• Prison Ministry
• Shabbat School
• Visiting Angels
• Website and Electronic Outreach

Covered

Open

Annual Business Transparency Meeting
• Think of it as a “State of the Union” for the congregation
• Usually scheduled in the end of February, after the morning
service
• The annual business meeting gives members a review of
the past year’s achievements as well as upcoming goals,
and areas for improvement
• We review financials and provide status on investments,
accounts, salaries, and business trends of the congregation
• Each ministry provides input and is reviewed and
discussed, with the intent to feature those good works we
do to further the kingdom of God

Teaching Our Kids – Shabbat School
• Classes are set up for Preschool-K,
and Elementary 1st-6th
• Curriculum includes“Club Maccabee”
and “Books of the Bible Overview”
for younger grades
• Curricula focuses on Yeshua, Israel,
solid bible-based teaching
complemented with celebration of
biblical holidays
• Teachers are volunteers from the
congregation, trained by Bonnie

Teaching Our Kids – Youth Program
• Our mission is to create a Youth culture based on solid
Bible teaching and biblical values.

• Curricula focuses on Yeshua, Israel, and is complemented
with relevant history, biblical holidays, and current events,
through lecture, discussion, and multi-media.
• New curriculum being developed including some
benchmarking of other Messianic curricula.

• Classes are set up for 7th – 12th grades
and early college.
• Teachers are volunteers from the
congregation, trained by Robb & Gabe.
• Youth events being planned.

Connecting Through the Chavurah (Home Groups)

• Chavurot are designed to tie our community together
through fellowship and study away from the main body
• Chavurot meet twice a month at selected congregant’s
homes

• Current leader: Robb Schwartz - Mission Viejo
(conducted on Zoom)
• Great way to build friendships and cement relationships
• Our goals include expanding our Chavurot to different
areas where Ben David members live

Meet the Elders
• Meet the Elders introduces the new attendee to
Doug and Robb

• We cover our backgrounds both professionally and
congregationally
• We also address basic Ben David programs, events,
and philosophies
• Meetings are held periodically

Membership

Membership Covenant
• Covenant of Commitment:
Member
Congregation

• Includes responsibilities of the
Congregation to the Member
• Includes responsibilities of the
Member to the Congregation

Members Commitment to the Congregation
I affirm that …

• I am a believer in Messiah Yeshua, have been immersed, and will maintain
a faithful walk with Him, according to Scripture, by living a life that
glorifies Him through the reading of the Word and prayer.
• Ben David MJC is my primary Congregation, that I have been attending
Ben David for at least 6 months, that I now attend services regularly, and
that I financially support this Congregation according to the Lord’s
provision (Psalm 119, Acts 2:42-7, Heb. 10:23-25).
• I have read and understood the Statement of Faith for Ben David and that
I agree with them and will not attempt to teach in opposition to them (1
Timothy 6:3-5, Titus 3:9-11).
• I will submit to the authority of the elders when it comes to matters of
faith and practice (Hebrews 13:7,17).

• I will extend Biblical love to all congregants and not participate in gossip
or create division.

Congregation’s Commitment to Members
• The congregation will support life-cycle events and
your participation in them including weddings,
funerals, bar/bat mitzvahs, baby dedications,
immersions
• Promote worship, practice, and doctrine that honors
Scripture and remains consistent with Jewish tradition
• Protect the congregation against false teachers
• Encourage members to grow as disciples
• Support the State of Israel, and stand against antiSemitism

Week 3 Quiz
True or False:

1. Spiritual gifting is derived from the Bible (Ro. 12, 1st Cor. 12, and Eph. 4)
2. Growing in a Messianic Community means learning some new
vocabulary; for example, “Yeshua” instead of “Jesus”
3. Worshipping in a Messianic Community means we follow the Mo’adim,
not Easter and Christmas.
4. Membership at Ben David includes attending a “Meet the Elders” class,
completing a spiritual gifting questionnaire, and being immersed. It
does not include personal salvation.
5. Chavurot (home groups) are an excellent way to connect with one
another other in a smaller environment.
6. BD offers biblically-based Youth and Children's’ programs as well as
Special Events.

Week 3 Quiz
True or False:

1. Spiritual gifting is derived from the Bible (Ro. 12, 1st Cor. 12, and Eph. 4)
2. Growing in a Messianic Community means learning some new
vocabulary; for example, “Yeshua” instead of “Jesus” TRUE

TRUE

3. Worshipping in a Messianic Community means we follow the Mo'adim,
not Easter and Christmas. TRUE
4. Membership at Ben David includes attending a “Meet the Elders” class,
completing a spiritual gifting questionnaire, and being immersed. It
does not include personal salvation. FALSE
5. Chavurot (home groups) are an excellent way to connect with one
another other in a smaller environment. TRUE
6. BD offers biblically-based Youth and Children's’ programs as well as
Special Events. TRUE

Thank You for Your
Participation!
Questions?
Please contact Doug at: doug@bendavidmjc.org or
Robb at: robb@bendavidmjc.org

