Messianic Orientation

Week 2

Agenda – Week 2
• Using Messianic Terminology
• Introduce a short history of America’s Messianic Movement
and Messianic Judaism
• Introduce a short history of Israel’s Messianic Movement
• Define and explain the context of the Messianic Movement
• Looking forward to our Future

Using Messianic Terminology
Our goal in encouraging the use of Messianic terminology is to
get so used to talking and writing with it that it becomes a
natural part of our lives , something that we use naturally with
others, both believers and “pre-believers"

“Christian” term
• Jesus
• Christ
• Church
• Sunday School
• Christian

“Messianic” term
• Yeshua
• Messiah (or Mashiach)
• Congregation
• Shabbat School
• Believer

Using Messianic Terminology
Our goal in encouraging the use of Messianic terminology is to
get so used to talking and writing with it that it becomes a
natural part of our lives , something that we use naturally with
others, both believers and “pre-believers"

“Christian” term
“Messianic” term
• Jewish Christian
• Jewish believer
• Gentile Christian • Gentile Believer
• Old Testament
• Tanakh
• New Testament
• Brit Chadashah
• Baptism
• Mikvah

Looking Back at
Our History

A History of Messianic Judaism et. al.
Note progression (or regression) from a very Jewish
organizational entity to a virtually unrecognizable nonJewish presence.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

25 CE: Jewish People
30 CE: Yeshua & His Disciples-early Mess. communities
50 CE: Church incorporates Gentiles (Acts 10)
70 CE: Gentiles now majority
350 CE: Jews must renounce Jewish customs
1980’s Messianic Judaism Restored
End of Days: All Israel Saved, Church and all Believers

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
• 1st century: 1st communities form in Jerusalem [Acts]
• Bibl. gathering [Acts 2] identifies Jews and proselytes
gathered from all over the Mediterranean region

• The Ruach arrives in Jerusalem at Shavuot (Pentecost),
and falls on the crowd [Acts 2]
• Miracle of Tongues poured out as the crowd hears His
words in their own dialects (We hear them speaking in
our own dialects!) [Acts 2:11]

• Peter prophesies together with the 11 other disciples
and proclaims the Messiah and the Resurrection to the
Jewish gathering [Acts 2:11-36]

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
• The Word quickly spreads and thousands come to faith in
a very short time

• Shaul, (aka, Paul the Apostle) later comes to faith
through a personal encounter with Yeshua; he and his
associates spread the Gospel throughout Asia and Europe
in just a few years
• Cornelius, a Roman Gentile, comes to faith through Peter
[Acts 10:1-8]
• The early ἐκκλησία is a Jewish-only driven entity until the
Jerusalem Council meets with Jacob (James) as its head;
Gentiles allowed entrance after intense debate [Acts 15]

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
Acts 10:9 "On the next day, as they were on their way
and approaching the city, Peter went up on the
housetop about the sixth hour to pray.
10 But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but
while they were making preparations, he fell into a
trance;
11 and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a
great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to
the ground,

12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and
crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.

NOTE: Is this vision about food?

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
13 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter,
kill and eat!”

14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for
I have never eaten anything unholy
and unclean.”
15 Again a voice came to him a second
time, “What God has cleansed, no
longer consider unholy.”
16 This happened three times, and
immediately the object was taken up
into the sky.

Was the Mosaic Law about to change?
Was eating anything unclean now ok?

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
17 Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind as to
what the vision which he had seen might be, behold,
the men who had been sent by Cornelius, having
asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the
gate;
18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon,
who was also called Peter, was staying there.

19 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit
said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you.
20 “But get up, go downstairs and accompany them
without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.”

Messianic Congregations – a 1st Century Miracle
21 Peter went down to the men and said, “Behold, I am
the one you are looking for; what is the reason for
which you have come?”

22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and
God-fearing man well spoken of by the entire nation
of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to
send for you to come to his house and hear a
message from you.”
23 So, he invited them in and gave them lodging.

To the Jew First, Then to the Greek

28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how
unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with
a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me
that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.
29 “That is why I came without even raising any
objection when I was sent for. So, I ask for what
reason you have sent for me.”

Not about food at all!
Is this a new concept or a very old one?

New Concept or a Very Old One? – Exodus 12:48-49
48 “But if a stranger sojourns with you, and celebrates
the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be
circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate
it; and he shall be like a native of the land. But no
uncircumcised person may eat of it.
49 “The same law shall apply to the native as to the
stranger who sojourns among you.”

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brothers to dwell together in unity!

New Movement or a Very Old One? – Acts 15:1-5
1 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching
the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to
the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and
debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and
Barnabas and some others of them should go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this
issue.
3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the Assembly
(Ekklesia), they were passing through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the
Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.

New Movement or a Very Old One? – Acts 15:1-5

4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received
by the Assembly (Ekklesia) and the apostles and the
elders, and they reported all that God had done with
them.
5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had
believed stood up, saying, “It is necessary to
circumcise them and to direct them to observe
the Law of Moses.”

Early Messianic Communities
First 15 Jerusalem Bishops are Jewish indicating that, at least in this city,
the Jewish witness remains an influence. Jewish Encyclopedia online:
“CHRISTIANITY IN IT’S RELATION TO JUDAISM: Christianity, a Jewish
sect, for a long time regarded itself as part of Judaism. It had its
center in Jerusalem (Irenæus, “Adversus Hæreses”). Its first 15
bishops were circumcised Jews; … they (were) slow to lift Him to the
station of the Messiah. Still, He apparently made no such claim before His
entrance into Jerusalem, as is evidenced by the warning given to the
disciples and to the spirits of the possessed, the elect one; like wise, the
story of Yeshua’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem riding upon a young ass
(after Zech. ix. 9), and of His being hailed by the people’s ...”

Source: Jewish Encyclopedia online

The Run to Pella – Heeding the Warning
• 1st Century Jewish believers remained a part of
the greater Jewish community
• The Jewish believers, remembering Yeshua’s
words to flee when they see Jerusalem
surrounded (Matthew 24), flee to Pella (aka
Perea) to escape Roman aggression
• The 3rd Jewish War (132-135 CE) drives a wedge
between the Messianics (aka the “Meshichim”)
and the remaining Jewish community. When
Rabbi Akiva declares Bar Kochba to be the
Messiah, the messianic believers separate
themselves from the Jewish community

• By the late first century and early 2nd century,
the Gentile influence begins to overtake the
messianic Jewish witness

Messianic Communities – Through the Centuries
Time
Period

Main Events

4th
Century:

Council of Nicea drives a wedge between Jewish believers and the greater faith
community largely based on the decision to discourage Gentiles from observing the
Passover & moving them toward Easter. Jews who believe are absorbed into the Church.

13th -16th
Centuries

The Disputations – Catholic Church leaders occasionally snag a Jew and train them to
“dispute” the faith with local rabbis. These debates are rigged to humiliate the Jews,
many ending up in massive burnings of the Talmud.

15th
Century:

Spanish Inquisition forces many Jews to convert. They are known as Marranos,
Conversos, New Christians, etc., force Jewish migrations to the New World. Many
“converts” throw off their “Christianity” when they arrive in their new homes. Some
believe Christopher Columbus was counted in this group.

In General Little “messianic” historical data exists from the 2nd Century through the 18th Centuries so

we will pay attention what information we have.

Two Jewish believers who made an impact:
•
•

Felix Mendelssohn, the famous 19th Century German composer
Benjamin Disraeli, 19th Century British Prime Minister

Messianic Communities – Through the Centuries
• The “Messianic Movement” is really nothing new. What is new are
messianic congregations and their spread internationally since the 1970’s.
This most recent iteration began in the 1970’s, mostly in the Eastern US
• The messianic movement has also gained traction in Europe, Russia, and
Australia as well as growing activity in Latin America
• Prior to WWII, there was a robust messianic community in Europe
Estimates run from ”hundreds of thousands,” to “millions,” of Jewish
believers. (Source: Rape of Palestine, Ziff). Many of these believers were
herded into the camps along with their non-believing Jewish neighbors
and families. Some evidence exists of evangelism existing in the camps
• Early “modern” Jewish believers were known as Hebrew Christians. The
label has moved through several changes. Some current labels include:
• Messianic Jewish Believer
• Jewish Believer
• Messianic Jew

A Brief Historical Timeline of Messianic Jewish Growth (World)

• Up to this point there was little ”Messianic” identity in the
Church; Jews tended to be absorbed into the greater body
of Christ (Messiah)
• “Disputation” encounters took place in the Middle Ages
• Catholic Church grows conversion efforts
• Protestant Church grows its missionary efforts as well
Various Christian
missions form to
evangelize
American Jews

1820-1844

Hebrew
Christian
Alliance
forms in
Britain

1860

Brownsville
Mission to the
Jews forms in
the U.S.
(Leopold Cohn)
[Later ABMJ,
and then Chosen
People]
1894

The Hebrew
Christian
Alliance of
America
forms
(HCAA)

1915

Brownsville
• Robust
Mission to the
Hebrew
Jews changes
Christian
name to
communities
American
grow in
Board of
Europe
Missions to the • Holocaust:
Jews (ABMJ)
1938-1945

1924

1930’s-1940’s

A Brief Historical Timeline of Messianic Jewish Growth (US)
• Messianic movement awakens and begins to grow; congregations form all over
the US, Europe, and Latin America
• MJAA and UMJC help drive growth with regional and national conferences,
focusing on both individual believers as well as congregations [1980’s]
• Messianic revival begins in Europe and Russia
• Scholarship increases and scholars begin publishing materials with a focus on
Jewish thinking and integration between the Tanack and the Brit Chadashah as
well as mining useful rabbinic materials such as the Mishna and Talmud
• Jesus Movement forms
and rapidly expands
• Some Jews accept the
Messiah
• Israel fights 6-day war
and recaptures Jerusalem;
which seems to generate
messianic interest and
identity

1967…

Jews for Jesus
Forms

1973

HCAA changes its
name to the
Messianic Jewish
Alliance of
America (MJAA).
Messianic Jew
largely replaces
Hebrew Christian
as an identity

• Messianic congregations
explode around the US
• Russian messianic
movement begins
• Israel’s messianic
community grows

1975

1975-1990

Messianic Communities – Today
• Messianic congregations number in the hundreds across the US
(+/- 300)

• Some are more “Torah observant,” some less, and many in the
middle
• Ben David honors the Torah but stops short of enforcing strict
observance. Rather, any observance is voluntary, recognizing
that Torah observance has nothing to do with salvation, which
cannot be earned, according to Ephesians 2:8-9; Habbakuk 2:4

• Jewish Studies programs have popped up at many seminaries
including Biola, Talbot, Moody, Chosen People, Kings College
Online, and others

Messianic Communities – Today
• Scholarship is improving with scholars and scholarly works
gaining visibility year over year. Some current examples include:
• Arnold Fruchtenbaum, PhD, Yeshua, a 4 volume set; basically a
harmony of the Gospels
• Michael Brown, PhD, 5 part series on Answering Jewish Objections
to Jesus
• Brad Young Jesus the Jewish Theologian, Paul the Jewish
Theologian
• David Stern, PhD, Messianic Judaism, Complete Jewish Bible,
Restoring the Jewishness of the Gospel
• David Flusser, PhD, Judaism and the Origins of Christianity
• David Bivin, Roy Blizzard, Understanding the Difficult Words of
Jesus

Messianic Scholars– 19th Century – Alfred Edersheim
• Alfred Edersheim was born in Vienna of Jewish parents of
culture and wealth. English was spoken in their home, and he
became fluent at an early age.
• He was educated at a local gymnasium and also in the Talmud
and Torah at a Hebrew school, and in 1841 he entered the
University of Vienna.

• He later emigrated to Hungary and became a teacher of
languages.
• He came to faith in Pest coming under the influence of John
Duncan, a Free Church of Scotland chaplain.
• He was a linguist and a teacher of the Septuagint. He wrote the
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah plus several other books.
• He was Select Preacher to Oxford in 1884-85 and Grinfield
Lecturer on the Septuagint 1886-88 and 1888-89.

Messianic Scholars– 19th Century
Karl Keil was a German Protestant exegetist. Born at Lauterbach, in 1807 he
died at Rodlitz, Saxony, in 1888.He studied theology in Dorpat and Berlin,
and in 1833 accepted a call to the theological faculty of Dorpat, where he
labored for twenty-five years as docent and professor of Old- and NewTestament exegesis and Oriental languages. In 1859 he settled at Leipsig,
where he devoted himself to literary work and to the practical affairs of the
Lutheran Church. He regarded the development of German theological
science as a passing phase of error. His chief work is the commentary on the
Old Testament (1866), which he undertook with Franz Delitzsch.

Franz Delitzsch was a Lutheran. He was born in 1813 and died in 1890. He
came of Jewish parentage; studied at Leipsic, and became privatdocent in
1842; was called as ordinary professor to Rostock in 1846; then to
Erlangen in 1850; and back to Leipsic in 1867. His exegetical activity really
commenced at Erlangen, where he prepared independently and in
connection with Karl Keil some of the best commentaries on the Old
Testament (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah,
1866) which had been produced in Germany. These were soon translated
into English and published at Edinburgh.

Messianic Scholars– Growing in Size and Influence
Michael Brown, PhD; He holds a Ph.D. in Near Eastern
Languages and Literatures from New York University and has
served as a visiting or adjunct professor at many universities;
he has contributed numerous articles to scholarly
publications, including the Oxford Dictionary of Jewish
Religion and the Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament.
Dr. Brown is the author of 27 books and the host of a radio
program.
Arnold Fruchtenbaum, PhD; is a widely-respected messianic
scholar, author of numerous books, training materials, and
articles. He is a leading expert in Messianic Theology and the
founder and director of Ariel Ministries, an organization
which prioritizes the evangelization of Jews in an effort to
bring them to the view that Yeshua (Jesus) is the Jewish
Messiah. He lectures and travels widely.

Israel’s Messianic
Movement –
Prophecy Fulfilled

Israeli Messianic Believers – Growing in Size and Influence
Eitan Bar, a doctoral student at Dallas Theological works
with OneforIsrael, produces influential and powerful videos.
He partners with Moti Vaknin in Hebrew language
evangelism. Eitan has published two books as well.
Moti Vaknin is a radio announcer and media presenter
serving One for Israel. He is a graduate of Israel College of
the Bible. He partners with Eitan Bar in Hebrew language
evangelism.

Hananya Naftali, former IDF, a sabra and pro-Israel YouTube
activist was recently hired as Israel’s new Deputy Social
Media Adviser.

Short History of Israel’s Messianic Movement
Pre-1948: Evangelism and Messianic Jewish believers in Israel
• In 1841 Anglican churches in England and Lutheran churches in Prussia
appointed a Messianic Jewish believer named Michael Solomon Alexander, the
former rabbi of Norwich and Plymouth in England, and Hebrew professor at
King’s College London.
• The Balfour Declaration of 1917 brought about the British Mandate which
lasted until Israel gained independence in 1948. During the Mandate era, there
were several hundred Messianic Jews living in Palestine, and others were trying
to immigrate. Messianic Jews were deeply unpopular among other Jews, but
were free to practice their faith under the British Mandate.
• With pressures mounting on the Messianic believers, many decided to leave
Palestine for safety. Only three or four families remained. For this reason, there
were only some 23 Messianic Jews in Israel when the state was re-established
on 15th May 1948.
Source: https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-fromisrael/findings-of-new-research-on-the-messianic-movement-in-israel/

Short History of Israel’s Messianic Movement
1948-1999: Evangelism and Messianic Jewish believers in Israel
• About 1967, and coinciding with the growing Jesus movement and
Israel’s astonishing victory in the Six-Day War, waves of revival
also began. Many of these new Jewish believers immigrated to
Israel in the 1970s, giving the Body of Messiah a much-needed
boost in numbers and energy.
• In 1989, the first attempt to research the Jewish Messianic
community in Israel was a study carried out by Dr. Jim Sibley. He
identified just 30 Messianic congregations in the entire country.
• In 1999 more research was carried out by two Danish Protestant
believers on behalf of the Caspari Center, showing a significant
advance. They counted and interviewed 81 Messianic Jewish
leaders, who represented 81 congregations.
Source:https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/findings-of-newresearch-on-the-messianic-movement-in-israel/

Short History of Israel’s Messianic Movement
1999-2019: Evangelism and Messianic Jewish believers in Israel
• 1990s saw a huge influx of immigration from the former USSR
which radically changed Israel and the body of believers. Many
arrived having faith in Yeshua, or at least great openness to
faith. Congregation numbers swelled, and by this point there
were some 5,000 believers in the land.

Source: https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-fromisrael/findings-of-new-research-on-the-messianic-movement-in-israel/

Short History of Israel’s Messianic Movement
1999-2019: Evangelism and Messianic Jewish believers in Israel
Growth since 1948:

• In 1948, there were approximately ten million Jewish people around the world
who had survived the Holocaust. About 600,000 were living in Israel. Of those,
only 23 of them believed in Yeshua as their Messiah.
•

• There were some churches led by denominations and missionaries in Israel, but
there were no Messianic congregations at all. In 1989 Israel’s Jewish
population had grown to 3.5 million, and by this point, the estimated number of
believers had reached 1,200. There were now 30 congregations.
•

• By 1999 there were 4.8 million Jews living in Israel, 81 Messianic
congregations and an estimated 5,000 believers.
•

• In 2017, 300 congregations were counted. It has become increasingly difficult
to accurately identify the number of Jewish believers in Israel, but a
conservative estimate is now 30,000.
Source: https://www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/findingsof-new-research-on-the-messianic-movement-in-israel/

Short History of Israel’s Messianic Movement
1948-2019: Messianic Jewish believers in Israel are Growing
• Israel’s messianic community
is growing exponentially.
• The ”modern” messianic
movement in Israel reflects
God’s work in the Land
• This reflects our identity in
Messiah;
• Understanding how the Lord
is moving in Israel keeps us
connected to His redemptive
work with His Chosen.
Source: https: //www.oneforisrael.org/bible-based-teaching-from-israel/findings-of-new-research-on-themessianic-movement-in-israel/

Most Recent Survey Conducted by OneforIsrael
Research sample: “The Messianic Jewish Movement in Modern Israel”
• This study focused only on Jewish believers
• 298 adult Messianic Jews replied, 76 were leaders, 222 lay people
• Ages ranged from 18-73, with a median age of 31 – relatively
young, overall
• 47% were women, 53% men, (slightly different to from the general
population of 49.5% men, and 50.5% women)
• 56% were married and 42% single
• 241 answered in Hebrew, 39 in English and 18 in Russian
• 63% of the responders were born in Israel – “sabras,” 37% were
born outside of Israel (compared to 75% in the general Israeli
population who are sabras, and 25% immigrants)
• Educational level: about 60% had up to a high school diploma, 40%
had academic education, of those, 19% had a graduate degree –
similar to the general population

BD Messianic Orientation – Messianic Growth in Israel
Growth of Israeli Jewish Believers
1948-2017
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BD Messianic Orientation – Congregational Growth in Israel
Growth of Israeli Messianic Jewish Congregations
1948-2017
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In Conclusion
• The Messianic Movement is an international phenomenon
• Messianic congregations both here and around the world are growing
• Israel’s Messianic community is experiencing exponential growth

• Ben David is a willing and excited participant, offering Biblically based
teaching, a focus on “the Gospel to the Jew first, then to the Gentile”
• Ben David is a diverse community welcoming all to participate in the
Lord’s work
• We believe that everyone has a place in the community, representing
Yeshua as the Messiah to both Jews and non-Jews. We are the Lord’s
ambassadors
• We believe this time as historically important, in effect, a fulfillment of
Biblical prophecy

• The Messianic movement is historically significant and a part of end-times
prophecy

Week 2 Quiz
True or False:
1. The first messianic communities form about 1948
2. The Jewish nature of the “church” changed in the 4th century
3. The modern messianic movement revives about 1967
4. If you were Jewish and wanted to believe in Yeshua during the Middle
Ages, you probably buried your Jewish identity and became a Christian

5. Benjamin Disraeli, 19th Century British Prime Minister was a Messianic
Jewish believer
6. Messianic Judaism is rapidly growing in Israel today, with a 6X increase
from 1999-2017
7. There are more than 300 messianic Jewish congregations in the USA
today
8. HCAA changed its name to the Messianic Jewish Alliance of America
(MJAA) in 1975 and “Messianic Jew” largely replaces Hebrew Christian as
an identity

Week 2 Quiz
True or False:
1. The first messianic communities form about 1948 (FALSE, actually ~50 CE)
2. The Jewish nature of the “church” changed in the 4th century (TRUE)
3. The modern messianic movement revives about 1967 (TRUE)

(TRUE)
4. If you were Jewish and wanted to believe in Yeshua during the Middle
Ages, you probably buried your Jewish identity and became a Christian
5. Benjamin Disraeli, 19th Century British Prime Minister was a Messianic
Jewish believer (TRUE)
6. Messianic Judaism is rapidly growing in Israel today, with a 6X increase
from 1999-2017 (TRUE)
7. There are more than 300 messianic Jewish congregations in the USA
today (TRUE)
8. HCAA changed its name to the Messianic Jewish Alliance of America
(MJAA) in 1975 and “Messianic Jew” largely replaces Hebrew Christian as
an identity (TRUE)

