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Week 1

Agenda – Week 1
• Why we are here and why we are doing this.
• Cover a short history of Ben David.
• Define and explain the roles of Jewish and Gentile believers in Messiah.
• Introduce the BD Organization Chart, Vision, Mission, Values, and Belief
System.
• Complete a short quiz.
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BD Messianic Orientation – BD History
• Founded in 2001 by 8 messianic believers in Irvine, CA.
• Founders were/are Jewish and Gentile, reflecting the Lord’s
design.
• BD is modeled after 1st Century mixed congregations as
described in the Book of Acts and elsewhere in the Brit
Chadasha.
• Originally met in Doug and Bonnie’s home, then moved to
Orange, then to Santa Ana in 2012, to Anaheim in 2019, and
back to Orange in 2021.

BD Messianic Orientation – Congregational Verse

John 13:35
"By this shall all men know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one
another."

BD Messianic Orientation – BD Vision

• BD’s vision is …
• To restore the Jewishness of the Gospel.

We seek:
• Historical, biblical accuracy
• Tying in biblical truth to Jewish historicity and
culture
• Seamless integration between both the Tanakh and
the Brit Chadashah

BD Messianic Orientation – BD Purpose/Mission Statement
• First and foremost, we wish to follow the teaching of Yeshua,
who said "make disciples of all the nations… teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you". Therefore, we study and
teach the entire Word of God as our guide to life.
• Secondly, we desire to present the wonderful news that Yeshua
of Nazareth is indeed the Messiah promised in the Hebrew
Scriptures to Israel and to the world: "The Lord your God will
raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your
countrymen, you shall listen to Him."
Matthew 28:19-20
Deuteronomy 18:15

BD Messianic Orientation – Everlasting Partnership
• Ben David cannot operate without a partnership of diversity
which includes both Jewish and non-Jewish believers.
• Gentiles who love the Jewish people are mentioned in several
places and in the persons of Ruth the Moabitess and Ittai the
Gittite (2nd Samuel 15). Others include Rahab the Harlot,
Bathsheba, Tamar, Cornelius and others.

BD Messianic Orientation – Everlasting Partnership
• It is a biblically sound principle that God delivers the Gospel to
the Jew first and then to the Greek (Gentile) but that doesn’t
mean that He favors one over the other (Romans 2:10).
• We are one new man as stated in Ephesians 2:15.
• The Jewish “mission” is expressed in Isaiah 42:6.
• The Gentile “mission” is expressed in Romans 11:25.

Unifying Values
We value:
• The Congregation (Matthew 16:18)
• Ministry by the fellowship (Ephesians 4:12)
• Unity of faith (Amos 3:3)
• Diversity of service (1st Peter 4:10-11; Luke 10:38-42)
• Leadership for effective ministry (Prov. 29:18; 1st Timothy 3:5)
• Clarity and orderliness (1st Corinthians 14:40)
• Testimony of Messiah (Romans 1:16)
• Messianic form of worship (Romans 11:1-2; 11-15; 17-24, 31)
• Our children (Psalm 127:3)
• Discipleship (Matthew 28:19-20)
Source: Sam Nadler

Why Ben David?

BD Messianic Orientation – Why Ben David?
• Our name means “Son of David” and reflects our focus on
the person and nature of the Jewish Messiah. It appears 26
times in the Bible, 10 times in the Tanakh and 16 times in
the Brit Chadashah.
• Over the centuries, it became one of the most common
biblical terms used by the rabbis when speaking of the
Messiah.
Matthew 1

BD Messianic Orientation – Why Ben David?
• In Matthew chapter 22, we find this exchange:
• "Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Yeshua
asked them a question, saying, 'What do you think about
the Messiah, whose Son is He?'
• They said to Him, 'Ben David' ('The Son of David').
• He said to them, 'Then how does David in the Spirit call Him
'Lord,' saying, the Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right
hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." (Psalm 110:1)
Matthew 22:41-45

BD Messianic Orientation – Why Ben David?
• “If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is He, his Son?’ And no
one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare
from that day on to ask Him another question.”
Thus, the choice of our name highlights the biblically sound,
yet culturally sensitive, Jewish perspective we seek to
establish in everything that we do.

Matthew 22:41-45

BD Beliefs

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that the Scriptures, both the Tanakh (Hebrew
Scriptures) and the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant), were fully
inspired and are God's complete and final revelation to man
until the Messiah returns.
• We believe that God is One but has manifested Himself in three
separate and distinct Persons. God is a Tri-unity: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. God is the Creator of all things. He is eternally
existent, perfect in His judgments, Omnipresent, Omnipotent,
and Omniscient, the Sovereign Commander of the universe.
2nd Timothy 3:16
Luke 24:27

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that God the Son took on flesh in the Person of
Yeshua (commonly known as Jesus) of Nazareth, the promised
Messiah of Israel, Who was conceived by the Spirit of God and
born of the Jewish virgin, Miriam (Mary). We believe in His full
deity and full humanity, His sinless life, and His sublime
miracles as recorded in the Brit Chadashah.
• We believe that Messiah Yeshua arose from the dead bodily,
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father, making intercession for believers. He will come again in
glory at a time known only to the Father.
Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23
Luke 24:6-7

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that the Ruach HaKodesh (The Holy
Spirit) possesses all the distinct attributes of
Deity and personality and that He is active
today convicting the world of sin,
righteousness, and coming judgment.
• He calls, seals, and regenerates the believer to
live a life of holiness and righteousness.
• We believe that, at salvation, the Holy Spirit sovereignly
imparts at least one spiritual gift to each believer for the
purpose of edifying and equipping the community of
believers to serve Him.
Matthew 22:41-45
Acts 5:3

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that man was created in the image of God but that
he willingly sinned by disobeying the express command of his
Creator.
• Since that fall, all human beings are born with sinful, corrupted
natures and that they therefore sin in thought, word, and deed.
• Man's nature has been so infected by the fall that he is unable
to choose God's provision of redemption in Messiah Yeshua by
himself without the express work of the Holy Spirit to convince
him to so choose.
Genesis 1:26-27
Genesis 3:6-7
Jeremiah 17:9

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that anyone who by faith trusts Messiah Yeshua as
Savior and Redeemer is immediately forgiven of sin and
becomes a child of God.
• This salvation is not the result of any human effort or merit, but
it is the undeserved grace of God.
• Further, there is no other way of salvation apart from faith in
Messiah Yeshua for any person, whether Jewish or Gentile.

• Messiah Yeshua died as the atonement for man's sin and all
who trust in that atonement are declared righteous on the basis
of Yeshua’s shed blood alone.
John 3:16
Isaiah 53

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that Israel was created by
God and remains His chosen people,
distinct within the body of Messiah,
called by Him to be a holy nation and a
kingdom of priests.
• The election of Israel is irrevocable.
Jewish believers in Yeshua therefore
have a unique twofold identity: they
are the spiritual remnant of physical
Israel and, at the same time, part of
the body of Messiah.
Genesis 12

Exodus 19:6
Romans 9-11

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that all those who place
their faith in Yeshua are members
of the universal body (community)
and bride of the Messiah.

Credit: hebrew4christians.com

• This body is composed of both
Jewish people and Gentiles united
in Messiah. These members are
under the solemn duty to preserve
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.
Ephesians 2
Romans 9-11

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that the purpose of the local congregation is to
glorify God through worship, instruction, accountability,
discipline, fellowship, and outreach.
• Its eldership is open to men who fulfill the qualifications for
elder as set forth in the Brit Chadashah.

• The Scriptures encourage the active participation and regular
assembly of believers in the local body.

1st Peter 5

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that the Abrahamic
Covenant is an irrevocable,
unconditional covenant God
extended through Isaac and
Jacob to his descendants, the
Jewish people.
• This covenant provides title to
the land of Israel for the Jewish
people and promises a
descendant, the Messiah, Who
would someday come to redeem
Israel and bless the entire world.

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe that both Jewish and non-Jewish believers have the
freedom in Messiah to maintain any aspects of the Laws given
through Moses that the Lord leads them to do. Salvation does
not, and never has, come from keeping these Laws.

Habbakuk 2:4
Ephesians 2:8-9

Ben David Belief System (BenDavidMJC.org)
• We believe in the bodily
resurrection of all believers
and non-believers. Believers
will be resurrected to enjoy
eternal life with God. Nonbelievers will be resurrected
to experience eternal
suffering and separation from
God.

1st Corinthians 15

From the OneforIsrael Website
Relationship with the Global “Church”
“Messianic Jews all over the world exist on the edges of two
worlds simultaneously – they are on the fringes of both Jewish
and Christian communities. Each community says to the
Messianic Jews, what’s wrong with you? Jews say, “You’ve
crossed the line, why not just call yourself a Christian and
admit you’re no longer a Jew?” Some think that Yeshua was

Jewish “before he became a Christian”!”

Simply stated: Jews remain Jews when they accept
Yeshua as the Messiah. When sharing the Gospel,
remember that Jews do not convert to
Christianity…they remain Jews.

Week 1 Quiz
True or False:
1. Ben David means the Son of David and is taken after an often-used name of the
Messiah by rabbinical sources.
2. Ben David’s belief system does not recognize the divinity of the Messiah, only that
he was a highly exalted teacher.
3. Messiah Yeshua died as the atonement for man's sin and all who trust in that
atonement are declared righteous on the basis of Yeshua’s shed blood alone.
4. We believe that both Jewish and non-Jewish believers have the freedom in Messiah
to maintain any aspects of the Laws given through Moses that the Lord leads them
to do. Salvation always comes from keeping these Laws.
5. This body is composed of both Jewish people and Gentiles united in Messiah. These
members are under the solemn duty to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.
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True or False:
1. Ben David means the Son of David and is taken after an often-used name of the
Messiah by rabbinical sources. TRUE
2. Ben David’s belief system does not recognize the divinity of the Messiah, only that
he was a highly exalted teacher. FALSE
3. Messiah Yeshua died as the atonement for man's sin and all who trust in that
atonement are declared righteous on the basis of Yeshua’s shed blood alone. TRUE
4. We believe that both Jewish and non-Jewish believers have the freedom in Messiah
to maintain any aspects of the Laws given through Moses that the Lord leads them
to do. Salvation always comes from keeping these Laws. FALSE
5. This body is composed of both Jewish people and Gentiles united in Messiah. These
members are under the solemn duty to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. TRUE

