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Lion of Judah – portrayed by Aslan (C.S. Lewis)

QUICK REVIEW

From Conspiracy to the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6, pt. 1
1)

Handwriting on the Wall – 5
5:29-30
29 Then

at Belshazzar’s command, they clothed
Daniel with purple, put a chain of gold around his
neck, and issued a proclamation about him that he
would have the authority as third ruler in the
kingdom.
• How long did this new position as co-ruler last?
30 On

a few hours??

that very night King Belshazzar of the
Chaldeans was slain.

Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:1(5:31) So Darius the Mede took over the kingdom
at the age of 62.
(1)
• 6:2 Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule
• Daniel was one of three administrators over
them, reporting directly to King Darius
• Persians - enemy of Babylonians, yet Daniel was
elevated to the top position 6:4(3) the king
planned to appoint Daniel over the entire kingdom
• Jealousy and conspiracy (How would you react?)

Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Magoi to Magi: appear in Persian and Babylonian court
• Daniel 4:9 and 5:11, Jeremiah 39:3, 13 gm'-br; [“Chief of
the Magicians” (Heb), chief of the Magi (Aramaic)]
(Persian, Aramaic, Greek, Latin and English)
• A hereditary Persian Priesthood
• Daniel was in charge – a Jewish exile from Judah
• The magi’s primary skill? Dream interpretation
• The magi were appointed priests and court advisors
• Magi selected the Medo-Persian king

Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Matthew 2:1-3 After Yeshua was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, in the days of King Herod, magi [3? 12?] from
2
the east [Persian-Parthian] came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is the One who has been born King of the
Jews? For we saw His star [Magi not astronomers] in the
east and have come to worship Him.”

• Why was Herod and all Jerusalem upset about the magi?
• According to Daniel 2 and 7, the Roman Empire would be
the final empire before the everlasting reign of Messiah

• Star and Worship
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Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)
Matthew 2:1-3 After Yeshua was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the
days of King Herod, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying,
“Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw
His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

What did the Magi want?
The magi wanted to acknowledge the King
whose kingdom would fill the earth, whose
kingdom is without end, the King who would
rule over the king of the Parthians

Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:4(3) Now this Daniel was distinguishing himself among
the supervisors and satraps because he had an
extraordinary spirit in him… 5(4) …the supervisors and
satraps tried to find ground for a charge against Daniel…
But they were unable to find fault or corruption, because
he was trustworthy and no negligence or dishonesty could
be found in him… 8(7) All the supervisors of the realm, the
magistrates and satraps, ministers and governors, have all
agreed that the king should issue an edict [falsely implying
Daniel’s consent – a conspiracy against Daniel] devour his flesh

• Faithfulness to God: 6:11(10) When Daniel learned of
the edict…

Review – Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:14(13) [the officials of the king, Daniel’s accusers] said to
the king: “Daniel… pays no attention to you, O king, or to
the decree that you put in writing. He still prays three
times a day!” [slander] 15(14) When the king heard this…
• Aramaic/Hebrew idiom for false accusations/slander:
“eat the pieces of” (Dan 3:8; 6:24). Psalm 27:2 [David]
“When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, My
adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell.”

• (eye for eye - 6:25(24) the lions…)
• Persians today – “eye for an eye” incorrectly (recent
cases) Islamic vs Jewish/Christian)

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:9(8) Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so

that it may not be altered, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
10(9) Thereupon King Darius issued the written decree.
• 15(14) When the king heard that it was Daniel who had
violated the decree, “he set his mind on how he might
rescue Daniel.”
• 17(16) The king ordered that Daniel be thrown into the
lions’ den. Now the king spoke to Daniel saying, “May
your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!”
• The king fasted from food, water, and entertainment

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)
19(18) Then

the king went to his palace and passed the
night fasting—no entertainment was brought before
him. He was unable to sleep.
• Who slept better? The king or Daniel?
• There is a prophetic insight to Daniel’s situation.
What was Daniel trying to avoid in the Lion’s den?
• He wanted to avoid the mark of the beast!

Daniel in the Lions’ Den

We’re starved, but somehow we can’t
bring ourselves to make you our dinner!

Daniel in the Lions’ Den

Daniel in the Lions’ Den

Daniel 6:20(19) – 6:29(28)

6:20(19) At dawn the king arose and hurried to the lions’ den.
21(20) As

he reached the den, he cried out to Daniel with a
voice of anguish. The king spoke out to Daniel saying:
“Daniel, servant of the living God, was your God, whom
you serve continually, able to rescue you from the lions?”
22(21) Daniel spoke to the king: “May the king live forever!
23(22) My God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths so
that they haven’t harmed me, because I was found
innocent before Him. Nor have I committed any crime
against you, O king.”
• “voice of anguish” – faith?
• “Because I was found innocent before Him” (1Tim 2:15)

Daniel 6:20(19) – 6:29(28)

6:24(23) Then the king was overjoyed, and ordered Daniel

taken up out of the den. So Daniel was lifted out of the pit.
No injury of any kind was found on him because he had
believed/exercised faith in his God. 25(24) At the king’s
command, those men who had maliciously accused Daniel
were brought and thrown into the lions’ den—they, their
children, and their wives. They had not even reached the
bottom of the pit before the lions overpowered them and
broke all their bones to pieces.

• “believed/exercised faith” !m;a]
• “broke their bones to pieces” – “eye for eye” for slander

Daniel 6:20(19) – 6:29(28)

6:26(25) Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations,

and languages dwelling in all the earth: “May your peace
abound! 27(26) I issue a decree that, in all the dominion of
my kingdom, people are to tremble with fear before the
God of Daniel. For He is the living God, enduring forever!”
His kingdom will never be destroyed, His dominion will
never end. 28(27) He delivers and rescues. He performs signs
and wonders in the heavens and on earth. He has delivered
Daniel from the power of the lions!” [from lions/slanderers]
• Like Nebuchadnezzar, (2:47) “surely your God is the God of
gods, the Lord of kings, the revealer of mysteries…”
• Chapter 3 much like Darius’ proclamation

Daniel 6:20(19) – 6:29(28)

6:29(28) So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius
and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Preview for next week – a look back at Babylon

7:1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel
had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he
was on his bed. He wrote down a summary of the
dream.
• Chapters 1-6, narrative
• Chapters 7-12, prophetic

