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QUICK REVIEW

From Conspiracy to the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6, pt. 1)

Handwriting on the Wall

(Daniel 5:22 – 6:1(5:31)

• Belshazzar and his father reigned over Babylon
• Belshazzar exalted himself over the God of Heaven
• A hand from God appeared and wrote these words:
Double
word
play

Handwriting on the Wall

(Daniel 5:22 – 6:1(5:31)

“Mene, Mene, Tekel Upharsin”

!ysir>p;W lqeT. anEm. anEm.

M’ne, M’ne, T’kel, U-far-sin
Chapters 5 and 6 are still written in… Aramaic

26 This

Daniel 5:26 – 6:1(5:31) Review

is the interpretation of the inscription:
MENE: God has numbered the days of your reign
and brought it to an end.
27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances and
found wanting.
28 PERETS: Your kingdom has been divided and given
to the Medes and Persians.”
• Double word play: money (1/2 shekel), divided
(Medes-Persians), breached (defenses breached)

#r;P'’(Paratz) Persian

Daniel 5:26 – 6:1(5:31) Review
29 Then

at Belshazzar’s command, they clothed
Daniel with purple, put a chain of gold around his
neck, and issued a proclamation about him that he
would have the authority as third ruler in the
kingdom.
• How long did this sharing of the kingdom rule last?
30 On

a few hours??

that very night King Belshazzar of the
Chaldeans was slain.

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:1(5:31) So Darius the Mede took over the kingdom
at the age of 62.

• Who is Darius?

• Could be a title (5 future rulers by that name)
“holder of the scepter”
• “Ugbaru” Oct 12, 539 BCE, enters Babylon on the

night of Belshazzar’s feast (“breaching” the defenses
through the Euphrates river)
• Cyrus enters Babylon triumphantly on Oct 29, 539
BCE and appoints Ugbaru (Darius) to rule Babylon

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:2 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule
throughout the whole kingdom 3 with three
administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel.
These satraps were accountable to them so that the
king would not be troubled.
• What is a satrap and what was Daniel’s job?
Persians - enemy of Babylonians, yet Daniel was
elevated to the top position in Medo-Persian empire
• How many provinces in the days of Achashverosh?
127 (Esther 1:1)

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)
6:4 Now this Daniel was distinguishing himself among the
supervisors and satraps because he had an extraordinary spirit
in him. In fact, the king planned to appoint him over the entire
kingdom. 5 At this time the supervisors and satraps tried to
find ground for a charge against Daniel regarding the kingdom.
But they were unable to find fault or corruption, because he
was trustworthy and no negligence or dishonesty could be
found in him. 6 Finally these men said, “We’re not going to find
any basis for charges against this man Daniel, unless we find
something against him regarding the law of his God.”
• “Extraordinary spirit” (6:4) – example of John the immerser
• Like Joseph and Mordecai

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Daniel 6:5 But they were unable to find fault or corruption,
because he was trustworthy and no negligence or
dishonesty could be found in him.
1 Timothy 3:2 An overseer must be beyond criticism… the
husband of one wife, clear-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to
wine, not violent but gentle, peaceable, free from the love
of money… 7 he must have a good reputation with those
outside, so that he will not fall into disgrace and the devil’s
trap [Gr. diabolos, slanderous, accusing falsely].

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

6:7 So these supervisors and satraps went in to the king as a

group [conspiracy], and said to him, “King Darius, live forever! 8 All
the supervisors of the realm, the magistrates and satraps,
ministers and governors, have all agreed that the king should
issue an edict and enforce a decree that anyone who prays to any
god or man for 30 days other than you O king, will be cast into the
lions’ den. 9 Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so
that it may not be altered, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 10 Thereupon King Darius
issued the written decree.
• Lions’ den: very cruel. Intension: instill fear [Romans as well]
• Haman: convinces Achashverosh to issue a decree
• Esther risks her life twice

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Daniel 6:11 Now when Daniel learned that a written
decree had been issued, he went into his house, where the
windows in his upper room opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he knelt down, prayed and gave thanks
before his God, just as he did before. 12 Then these men
came as a group and found Daniel praying and making
supplication before his God. 13 So they approached the king
and spoke to him [diabolos] about the royal decree: “Didn’t
you issue a written decree that anyone who prays to any
god or man for 30 days—except for you, O king—shall be
cast into the den of lions?” [can God use these situations?]

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Why face Jerusalem? Jerusalem is in ruins,
the Temple destroyed!
• Which direction?
• Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the first
Temple (2 Chronicles 6, 1 Kings 8)

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Solomon’s prayer at the
dedication of the 1st Temple
(2 Chronicles 6, 1 Kings 8)

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

2 Chronicles 6:20 [Solomon to God at dedication] that Your
eyes may be open toward this House day and night, toward
the place where You have said You would put Your Name
there, to listen to the prayer which Your servant will pray
toward this place. 21 Hear the supplications of Your servant
and Your people Israel when they pray toward this place.
Hear from Your dwelling place, from heaven, and when You
hear, forgive…” 24 “If Your people Israel are defeated
before an enemy because they have sinned against You, yet
when they return and confess Your Name, praying and
making supplication before You in this House, 25 then hear

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

2 Chronicles 6:25 then hear from heaven, forgive the sin of
Your people Israel and bring them back to the land which
You gave to them and to their fathers.

• Let’s us know how Daniel prayed (consistent with
content of daily Amidah)
• “toward this House/place” 3x
• When they’re exiled: forgive and bring them back to
the land
• Same content in the Amidah today (orthodox only)

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

2 Chronicles 6:32 [Solomon to God at dedication]
“Moreover, concerning the foreigner [yrIk.n"] who is not of
Your people Israel but comes from a distant land for the
sake of Your great Name and Your mighty hand and Your
outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward this
House, 33 then may You hear from heaven, Your dwelling
place and do whatever the foreigner [yrIk.n"] asks of You.
Then all the peoples of the earth will acknowledge Your
Name and revere You, as Your people Israel do…

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

2 Chronicles 6:37 when they have a change of heart in the
land where they are held captive, and they repent and seek
You in the land of their captivity saying,
‘We have sinned, [Y.K.] we have committed inquity, we have
acted wickedly,’ 38 “and they return to You with all their heart
and soul in the land of their captivity where they were taken
captive, and they pray toward their land which You gave to
their fathers and the city which You have chosen and toward
the House which I have built for Your Name, 39 then may You
hear from heaven, Your dwelling place, their prayer and their
petitions and uphold their cause, and forgive Your people
who have sinned against You.

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Orientation in synagogues today:

• Ark location in the synagogue and sanctuary
orientation
• Sometimes face the scroll, sometimes Jerusalem
• Purposes for praying while facing the Temple?
• 3x/day as we do with the Amidah
• To confess the sins of the community
• To repent from the land(s) of our captivity

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

Daniel 6:13(12) So they approached the king and spoke to
him [diabolos] about the royal decree: “Didn’t you issue a
written decree that anyone who prays to any god or man
for 30 days—except for you, O king—shall be cast into the
den of lions?” The king replied, “The decree stands,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which
cannot be repealed.”
14(13) Then they answered and said to the king: “Daniel, who
is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O
king, or to the decree that you put in writing. He still prays
three times a day!” 15(14) When the king heard this report,

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

he set his mind on how he might rescue Daniel. Until
sunset he struggled to find a way to save him.
16 Then

these men came as a throng in to the king, and said
to the king: “Remember, O king, that it is a law of the
Medes and Persians that no decree or edict which the king
issues may be altered.”
17 So

the king gave the order and Daniel was brought and
thrown into the lions’ den. Now the king spoke to Daniel
saying, “May your God, whom you serve continually,
deliver you!” 18 A stone was brought to block the mouth of

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

the den. The king sealed it with his own signet ring and
with the signet of his nobles, so that nothing could be
changed regarding Daniel. 19(18) Then the king went to his
palace and passed the night fasting—no entertainment
was brought before him. He was unable to sleep.
• The conspiracy seems to have worked
• What do we know about Daniel’s emotional state?
• What do we know about Darius’ emotional state?

Daniel 6:1(5:31) – 6:20(19)

The lion’s mouth in the Brit Chadasha...
• 2 Timothy 4:16 At my first defense no one supported
me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against
them. 17 But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened
me, in order that through me the proclamation might
be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might
hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.
• An expression
• At times, expect that others will conspire against us –
attempting to hinder God’s work through us.

