DANIEL 2:24-49

When Faith Meets the Impossible Dream! Pt.2

Charles Ott
Ben David Messianic Jewish Congregation
August 6, 2022

Daniel 2

When Faith Meets

The Impossible Dream!
• Chapter 2 – Nebuchadnezzar’s first recorded dream
• The lives of all the advisors of the king – including Daniel,

Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah – were threatened.

Daniel 2 (review)
• Northern and Southern tribes of Israel are now exiled
• Daniel, Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah in Babylon
• King Nebuchadnezzer has a disturbing dream
• Requires occultic advisors to interpret the dream – one

problem…

• The king threatens to execute them all
(including Daniel, Chananyah, Mishael, and Azariah)

Daniel 2 (review)

Daniel takes action:
• 2:14-15 Daniel consults with the captain of the king’s

guard, Arioch – “why are we to be executed?”

• 2:16 Daniel is allowed to go before the king to ask for

more time so he can fulfill his request [confidence!]
• 2:17 Daniel goes to his friends; together they seek God
• 2:19-23 Daniel receives the answer in a dream & gives
praise to God for His goodness & greatness [confidence!]

Daniel 2 (continued)

Today:
• 2:24-30 Daniel returns to Arioch who takes Daniel before

the king. Daniel takes no credit before Nebuchadnezzar,
but instead gives glory to the God of Israel
[the one I defeated?]

• 2:31-45 Daniel describes the king’s dream and meaning
• 2:46-49 The king is impressed. Daniel and his friends

are elevated to very high positions.

Daniel 2 (continued)

Today:
• The significance of the dream:

– Four Gentile kingdoms will dominate the world and

dominate the Jewish people during exile until Messiah

– For Nebuchadnezzar: How is it you defeated Israel if their

God is so powerful?

– The glory of the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar comes from

God, not simply by the power, ruthlessness, and wisdom
of the Babylonian king. [Also true for the next 3 empires]

Daniel 2 (continued)

Message for emperors of kingdoms (in Aramaic):
• The glory of the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar comes from

God, not simply by his power, ruthlessness, and wisdom

– You are the king because God ordained it – don’t be filled

with false pride

– Your kingdom will not last forever – don’t be filled with
false pride [3 more empires will follow]
– The only kingdom that will last forever is the kingdom

established by the God of Israel

Daniel 2 (continued)

Encouragement for us:
• Always give glory to God
• Whether we’re a prophet like Daniel, a Gentile king of

Babylon like Nebuchadnezzar, or any person seeking to
find purpose in life – persevere in growing your gifts and
abilities to become everything God is calling you to be.
And when you achieve your best, give all glory to God.

• Psalm 86:12 I will give thanks to You, O LORD my God,

with all my heart, and will glorify Your name forever!
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Message of dream to Nebuchadnezzar
Don’t take credit – give glory to God (of Israel)
Encouragement for us
Persevere in growing your gifts and abilities to
become everything God is calling you to be.
And when you achieve your best, give all glory to God.
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The Impossible Dream! (Pt. 2)

Daniel 2:24-49

2:19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel
in a vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven…
24 Then Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had
appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon and said to
him, “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in
before the king and I will declare the interpretation to the
king.” 25 So Arioch quickly ushered Daniel into the king’s
presence and said to him, “I have found a man among the
sons of the exiles from Judah who can make known the
interpretation to the king.”
• Daniel’s reputation and great favor with Arioch (endangered)
• Compassion for the occultist advisors

Daniel 2:24-49

2:26 The king then asked Daniel (who was renamed
Belteshazzar), “Are you able to reveal to me the dream
that I saw, as well as its interpretation?” 27 Daniel
answered the king, saying: “The mystery about which the
king inquired is such that neither wise men, astrologers,
magicians, or sorcerers can disclose it to the king. 28 But,
there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar the things that will
happen in the latter days. The dream and the visions that
went through your head as you lay on your bed are these.
• For whose benefit is the dream? Chapters 2-7 in Aramaic

30 But

Daniel 2:24-49

as for me, this mystery is not revealed to me because
I possess more wisdom than any other living person, but in
order that the king may know the interpretation and
understand the thoughts of your heart. 31 “You looked, O
king, and behold, there before you stood a huge statue—
an enormous and dazzling image, whose appearance was
awesome. 32 The head of that statue was of pure gold, its
breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, and its feet partly iron and partly
clay.

Daniel 2

Four Gentile
Kingdoms

Gold –
Silver –
Bronze –

1. Babylonian Empire
2. Medo-Persian Empire
Iron –
3. Greek Empire - divided
4. Roman Empire – later divided Iron &
Clay –

34 While

Daniel 2:24-49

you were watching, a stone was cut out, but not
by hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay
and smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze,
the silver and the gold were crushed together, and became
like chaff from summer threshing-floors that the wind
blows away. Not a trace of them could be found. Then the
stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth. 36 “This was the dream. Now we will
tell the king its interpretation.
37 You,

O king, are the king of kings to whom the God of
heaven has given sovereignty, power, might and glory.

King of Kings
• After conquering a nation, King Nebuchadnezzar

would either leave the existing king in place or would
replace him with someone more loyal to him.
Nebuchadnezzar thus remains king over that king and
is said to retain ultimate kingship [sovereignty],
power, might and glory.

• Yeshua’s prayer

• Revelation 17:14 The Lamb, Yeshua is the King of

kings and Lord of lords

37 You,

Daniel 2:24-49

O king, are the king of kings to whom the God of
heaven has given sovereignty, power, might and glory.
38 Wherever mankind, beasts of the field, and fowls of the
heaven dwell, He has given them into your hand, and
made you ruler over them all. You are the head of gold.
• “head of gold” Nebuchadnezzar will become prideful,
wanting no end to his kingdom – instead of God’s (ch 3)
• Chapter 3 – image of all gold that all must worship
• Fiery furnace

39 “Now

Daniel 2:24-49

after you another kingdom will arise, one inferior
to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule
over all the earth. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth
kingdom, strong as iron—for iron shatters and breaks
everything—and just as iron smashes everything, so will it
shatter and crush all the others. 41 Just as you saw that the
feet and toes were partly potter’s clay and partly iron, so
this will be a divided kingdom. It will have some of the
strength of the iron, for you saw the iron mixed with clay.
42 As the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay,
so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle.

43 Just

Daniel 2:24-49

as you saw iron mixed with clay, people will mix
with one another, but they will not adhere to one another,
just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 “Now in the days of
those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that
will never be destroyed, nor will this kingdom be left to
another people. [no more Gentile empires] It will crush and bring
to an end all of these kingdoms. But it will endure forever.
45 For just as you saw a stone cut out of a mountain, yet
not by hands, crush the iron, bronze, clay, silver and gold,
the great God has made known to the king what will
happen in the future. Now the dream is certain, and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”
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Daniel 2:24-49
46 Then

King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and paid
homage to Daniel and gave orders that an offering and
incense be provided for him. 47 In response the king said
to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods, the Lord
of kings, and the revealer of mysteries, for you were
able to reveal this secret!”
• Nebuchadnezzar understands there is someone over
his kingship

48 Then

Daniel 2:24-49

the king promoted Daniel and lavished on him
many marvelous gifts and made him ruler over the whole
province of Babylon and chief over all the wise men of
Babylon. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king
appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the
administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel
remained at the royal court.
“What shall be done for the man whom the king
delights to honor?” (Est 6:6)
Humble yourselves in the sight of the LORD, and He
will lift you up (Yaakov 4:10)

Daniel 2 conclusion

• Context: “Times of the Gentiles” began with the

Babylonian exile – the final exile of the tribes

– Luke 21:24 (TLV) They will fall by the edge of the sword

and be led away captive into all the nations. Jerusalem
will be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled.
– Daniel 2: God has a message for all the emperors and
empires during the “times of the Gentiles”
– God gave you the power, glory, and sovereignty, but it’s
temporary – don’t be filled with pride – give God the
glory.

Daniel 2 conclusion

Encouragement for us:
• Always give glory to God
• Whether we’re a prophet, a Gentile king, or anyone

seeking to find purpose in life – persevere in growing
your gifts and abilities to become everything God is
calling you to be. And when you achieve your best, give
all glory to God. Seek the best for others…

• Seek the peace of Israel and pray for the coming of Yeshua

and His everlasting kingdom (Amidah, Lord’s prayer)

When the mandatory 70 year exile was decreed…
Jeremiah 25:10 “Moreover, I will silence among them the voice
of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride…”
Jeremiah 33:6 “Indeed, I will bring it health and healing…
7 I will restore Judah from exile and Israel from exile, and will
rebuild them, as in former times. 8 I will also cleanse them from
all their iniquity in which they have sinned against Me, and I
will pardon all their wrongs they have sinned against Me...”
Jeremiah 33:10 Thus says ADONAI: “Yet again in this place… will
it be heard 11 the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.”

Closing Prayer

