The text of Daniel 2:14 – 24
(NLT2)

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• (13 So, the decree w ent forth that the w ise m en

should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his
friends to kill them .)

• 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard,
came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with
wisdom and discretion.
• 15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a
harsh decree?” So Arioch told him all that had
happened.
• 16 Daniel went at once to see the king and requested
more time to tell him what the dream meant.

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 16 So Daniel went in and requested of the king that
he would give him time in order that he might
declare the interpretation to the king.
• 17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had happened
• 18 He urged them to ask the God of heaven to
show them His mercy by telling them the secret so
they would not be executed along with the other
wise men of Babylon.
• 19 That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven.

Daniel: 2:14 – 24

• 20 He said, “Praise the Name of God forever and ever,
for He has all wisdom and power!
• 21 He controls the course of world events; He
removes kings and sets up other kings. He gives
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars.
• 22 He reveals deep and mysterious things and knows
what lies hidden in darkness though He is surrounded
by light.
• 23 I thank and praise You, O God of my ancestors, for
You have given me wisdom and strength; You have
told me what we asked of You and revealed to us
what the king demanded.

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 24 Then Daniel went in to see Arioch whom the
king had ordered to execute the wise men of
Babylon. And Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the
wise men. Take me to the king and I will tell him
the meaning of his dream.”

Comments on
the text of Daniel 2:14 – 24

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• (13 So, the decree w ent forth that the w ise m en

should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his
friends to kill them .)

• Even though this verse is outside the range 2:14 to
2:24, I included it because it’s the background for
the rest of the text that follows

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard,
came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with
wisdom and discretion.
• When Daniel learned of his sentence, he
responded carefully, not angrily since the king
himself respected Daniel and granted his requests!

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a
harsh decree?” So Arioch told him all that had
happened.
• Clearly, the king’s response seem ed unduly harsh

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 16 Daniel went at once to see the king and requested
more time to tell him what the dream meant.
• A very reasonable request
• Perhaps Daniel was beginning to feel that this was
going to be an “opportunity” for God’s involvement
that would show itself in the near future
• There is no other record of God having given
anyone knowledge of a dream that another person
had – without the dreamer telling him about it

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had happened
• Daniel informed his 3 friends
of the situation so that they
could pray together about it
• This is the first instance of
united prayer recorded in
Scripture

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 18 He urged them to ask the God of heaven to
show them His mercy by telling them the secret so
they would not be executed along with the other
wise men of Babylon.
• We know that the more people pray, the better
because prayer changes things!
• Remember the (hopefully) well-known text from
James 5:16, “The earnest prayer of a righteous
man availeth much”
• The “secret” in view was not something spooky
but rather something previously hidden by God
which would now be revealed by Him

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 19 That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven.
• In a vision, the person receiving the revelation is
awake whereas in a dream he is asleep
• Both dreams and visions were common vehicles of
revelation at this time
• God answered the people’s prayer!
• This should be no surprise; why? …
• Because we know that God’s word says, “Before
they call I will answer them …” (Is. 65:24)

Daniel: 2:14 – 24

• 20 He said, “Praise the Name of God forever and ever,
for He has all wisdom and power!”

• Daniel recognized Who it was Who answered his
prayer
• Demonstrated humility …

Daniel: 2:14 – 24

• 21 He controls the course of world events; He
removes kings and sets up other kings. He gives
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars.
• God not only has His Hand on the things that are
happening in the world, but He grants wisdom to
those who ask for it …
• “If any of you lack wisdom, he should ask God
Who gives it generously to all … and it will be
given to him …
• “he must believe and not doubt because he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown to and fro
by the wind” (James 1:5-6)

Daniel: 2:14 – 24

• 22 He reveals deep and mysterious things and knows
what lies hidden in darkness though He is surrounded
by light.

• As the Creator of the universe, God certainly
knows what He created
• God knows the end from the beginning …
• “I will make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come” (Is.
46:10)

Daniel: 2:14 – 24

• 23 I thank and praise You, O God of my ancestors, for
You have given me wisdom and strength; You have
told me what we asked of You and revealed to us
what the king demanded.

• Daniel rightfully thanks the God Who Knows all
things!
• This is a reminder for all of us to thank the LORD
for answering our prayers, even if the answer is
sometimes ‘no’

Daniel: 2:14 – 24
• 24 Then Daniel went in to see Arioch whom the
king had ordered to execute the wise men of
Babylon. And Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the
wise men. Take me to the king and I will tell him
the meaning of his dream.”
• Finally, the king’s dream and its meaning will

now be revealed!

• As we will see, this meaning is quite complex and
far-reaching
• It will take MANY VERSES to explain (29 – 45)!

So what does this mean for us?
• We must remember…
–That God is Sovereign and totally in control
–Go to Him first
–Yield ourselves to Him and submit to His
will as Daniel and his 3 friends did
• We say prayer is necessary, but in reality,
does it really change anything?

YES!
P rayer really does change

EVER YTHI NG!

